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Background and situation Analysis: 
 
With support from the UN Women Country office in Nigeria and Nigeria 
Stability and Reconciliation Programme (NSRP) a programme funded by 
DFID, the Nigerian government through the Ministry of Women’s Affairs 
and Social Development launched the NAP for the full implementation of 
the United Nations Security Council Resolutions (UNSCR) 1325 on Women, 
Peace and Security on the 27th of August 2013. This provides an enabling 
environment that will facilitate women’s participation in decision-making 
processes. The emphasis on women’s participation in decision-making 
processes is strategic as it is proactive instead of reactive. Historically, 
women participation in decision-making enables the injection of certain 
elements that will promote peace and security instead of violence and 
conflict. This is the traditional role that women where stripped off which 
eventually provided the door for geometric dimension of insecurity and 
other forms of violence. What the NAP 1325 intended is to rebrand these 
traditional women efforts or efforts into what we know today as the five 
pillars. These five pillars are actually the reproduction of the abandoned 
proactive methods of providing peace and security for women to flourish in 
the society.   
 
As women reclaim their roles through active participation in realizing the 
five pillars, through participation, a new opportunity will be provided for a 
sustainable peace and security in our society. Entrenching Women Peace and 
Security under the five pillars provides opportunities for other positive 
unintended outcomes.  
 
The Nigerian NAP has 5 pillars (popularly called the 5Ps): 

• Prevention- Reinforces preventive performance; and seeks to prevent 
the Violence of women and girls and calls on all to join hands 
together to identify and support this reforms and or enactment of 
gender sensitive Laws and policies; it also seeks to strengthen 
women’s roles and contribution in conflict resolution and capacity 
building; promote the culture of peace; strengthen early warning and 
early response mechanisms; and conduct research and documentation 
on lessons learnt and best practices on gender and conflict. 



• Participation-Ensures women full participation in all activities in 
conflict prevention, peace building and post conflict recovery 
processes at all levels; Train women and girls as mediators, 
negotiators and conciliators; Take special measures to ensure the   
participation of women at all levels of peace processes be it from the 
home, community, states and national level; Involved men and youths 
in the dissemination and enlightenment of the NAP; and increase 
women’s participation in peacekeeping missions and in the security 
sectors. 

• Protection- seeks to prevent women and girls from all types of 
violence; thus strengthen institutions and take measures to protect 
women and girls from sexual and gender based violence; Legal and 
economic empowerment of women and girls in conflict affected 
communities, e.g legal education, provision of legal advice, trauma 
counseling and support to shelters; provide adequate accessible 
humanitarian services including relief materials to women and girls; 
take needs of women and girls into account in resettlement, 
rehabilitation, reintegration and reconstruction 

• Promotion-The NAP seeks to promote awareness, ownership and 
funding; conduct mass enlightenment programs and sensitizing to 
increase awareness; intensify advocacy against traditional and cultural 
practices that inhibit or obstruct the effective implementation of 1325; 
facilitate engagement among government, civil society and media in 
the promotion of international, regional and national instruments on 
WPS; and create adequate funding to ensure effective implementation 
of 1325 in Nigeria. 

• Prosecution- seeks to strengthen and ensure quick trial of perpetrators 
of GBV to end impunity; Establish special courts to try perpetrators 
without delay; Initiate a process of collaboration between the police 
and social workers in the prosecution of GBV; and develop a robust 
transitional justice processes so they are equitable and inclusive of 
women. 

In order to ensure compliance by way of domestication, sensitization, 
implementation and monitoring of the NAP, NSRP supports this through a 
Women, Peace and Security Network (WPS-N);  
WPS-N has representation on the State Conflict Management Alliance and 
also a member of the Steering Committee of the Federal Ministry of 
Women’s Affairs and Social Development. The Federal WPS-N members 
meet quarterly; to familiarize with the contents of the NAP; Sensitize 
members of our different constituencies on the contents of the NAP; Carry 
out advocacy to Federal and State Ministries of Women Affairs and Social 
Development; Monitor and create demands collectively on the 



implementation of the NAP; Carry out joint activities on relevant 
international commemorative days or in response to events of Violence 
Against Women and Girls (VAWG);  
 
WPS-N is operational in some states while 4 states namely Borno, Bayelsa, 
Delta and Rivers have State implementation plans, 8 other WPS-N States 
and the Federal are currently monitoring the NAP implementation tool 
which consists of the five (5) pillars and how the relevant actors have been 
able to carry out the necessary action under each pillar fully, partially or not 
at all.  
 
In furtherance to the implementation of the NAP, the Federal Ministry of 
Women Affairs and Social Development established a twenty-member 
National Technical Monitoring and Evaluation Committee with broad based 
membership with a terms of reference; Develop participatory analyses and 
annual planning; Conduct Mid-term/Annual Reviews/Evaluation; Conduct 
end term review/evaluation; Mobilize funds for its activities and; Produce 
yearly report to the President. 

 
The NAP is government’s attempt to demonstrate commitment as well as 
openness in ensuring the security of women and girls during and after armed 
conflicts and enhancing their active and direct participation in conflict 
prevention and peace building as well as post-conflict efforts. It is also a 
practical and operational tool for victims of conflicts which in most cases, 
women and children form a larger proportion, to be informed on government 
efforts, responses or challenges in providing required security for women.   
 
At this juncture, it is pertinent to note that Nigeria is the first ECOWAS 
member state to ratify the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT), though it is yet to be 
operationalized. Significance of ATT is that it prohibits the proliferation of 
Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW) in whatever form.  In a 
complimentary manner, the Presidential Committee on Small Arms and 
Light Weapons has carried out some activities that focus on the realization 
of ECOWAS Small Arms Convention and the UNPOA on Small Arms and 
Light Weapons.  Since women are mostly the first to be affected by armed 
conflicts, the Nigerian government has developed responses to ameliorate 
the situation of women. This includes the ATT ratification and the 
formulation of NAP, which has been earlier highlighted in this narrative. It 
is hopeful that the presence of these two instruments will engender the 
inclusion of women in the process of peace building, peace keeping, conflict 
resolution and management in Nigeria.   
 



In the global context, there appears to be some efforts too. On October 28, 
2014, the Security Council held its annual open debate on Women, Peace 
and Security with a focus on Displaced Women and Girls: Leaders and 
Survivors. Marking the 14th Anniversary of UNSCR1325, the debate partly 
showed how much progress has been made on the Women, Peace and 
Security Agenda. However, as emphasized during the debate, much work 
still needs to be done in order to make sure that the agenda is fully 
implemented 
 
Before this recent development, women used to have a special place in most 
programs of interventions, peace efforts and victim assistance, as they 
constitute most of the internally displaced people and victims. In situations 
of armed violence, women are supposed to be spared, but the recent 
introduction of the use of women to perpetrate mass killings through sucked 
bombings as in the case of Nigeria today will make the matter more 
complicated as women will no longer be seen as veritable instruments for 
peace. They will be among the first suspects of organized armed violence, 
which automatically changes their situation and the expected benefits from 
government actions. For instance, when security situation becomes tense and 
women are no longer accorded special treatment, they will be subjected to 
some search like men since they also carry bombs. The sanctity of their 
bodies will therefore be invaded in the name of security checks. When it 
comes to Moslem women it will be more complicated matter, as the security 
checks on Moslem women will be misinterpreted to be an affront on their 
religion. 
 
These will introduce a new dimension to the debate about how women, 
whether Christians or Moslems should be handled in situations of armed 
violence. Again, when they are sent on their traditional peace and conflict 
mediation assignments, their level of acceptability will plummet. They will 
also be among prime suspects of violence. This erodes their power for peace 
and increases their danger rate.  So it is the responsibilities of umbrella 
women organizations in different countries and in different religions to 
commence an effort to seclude and protect women from being fully involved 
in any form of armed violence since they will also be the worst victims of 
the same act. 
 
The current sympathy and protection women all over the world enjoy is fast 
eroding. During the last invasion of Lebanon during Palestine/Israel 
altercation, even a woman who was interviewed in one of the international 
cable TV openly blamed her fellow women for giving birth to those who are 
perpetrating armed violence. If women are even blamed for performing their 
biological roles, what then will be their fate now that some are being used as 



sucked bombers? To me, it means the end is not far for the human race if 
nothing is quickly done to protect women any where in the world.  
 


